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THE 

Parable of the Laborers, &c 



THE Kingdom of Heaven is com- 
pared by our Saviour to 4b 
66 houfeholder which went out early ite 
ki> the morning to hire laborers into Ms 
^ vineyard, And again he went Qui 
about the third kovr\ and jaw others 
€6 jlanding idle in the market place 9 and 
16 jaid unto them, Go ye alfo into the 
fci ' tnneyard, And they went their way* 
ic Again he went out about the Jixth 
C6 and ninth hour, and did likewifi* 
* c And about the eleventh hour he went 



" out and found others Jlanding idle, mS 
S6 Jaith unto them, why Jl and ye here all the 
u day idle t They Jay unto him, freemjk 
i{ no man hath hired n$ Q £Ic faiui 
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a them, go ye alfo into the vineyard $ 
and tvhatfcever is right that /hall ye 
Li receive.'' 

By the Boufeholder here (poken of 
-our Saviour himfelf intended, and by 
the Laborers hired into the vineyard 
thole perfons are meant who enter into 
his fervice. Thefc Laborers are faid 
to be found ftanding idle in the mar- 
ket-place ; for the Gofpel finds men idle, 
that is, not employed in God 's fervice : 
they are working bufily enough perhaps 
lor thei^felves; For men will rife up 
early, and go to- bed late, for the fajfee 
of getting money, or following pleafure, 
but then their diligence is of a wrong 
kind : they are not diligent in the way 
of duty to their Maker t they may be 
likened to a certain kind of fervants, 
who though they may feem bufy, and 
may get from ignorant perfons fome cre^ 
dit for being fo, are neverthelefs merely 
running on their own errands, and do- 
ing their own work, fo that they are no 
better than idle in refpeel to the work 
which they ought to be doing for their 
Houfeholderj or Matter. But when they 

become 
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become true Ghfiftians, they arc no 
longer like thofe idle Gih-ws who are al- 
ways launrering about, with their |a$ps 
folded, in the Market-place, pretending 
that they arc in want of employment^ 
\ \ o n * a h h a v m g a s y c | h ii*ed tjjp e m ; b u t 
they may be compared -row to a let of 
Laborers in a vineyard, or garden, who, 
whencvv >x you look at them, are fure 
to be: feen either dicing,, or planting, 
or Wftf0&\fyj or (ipipg in 11; «. Tl vhau:vo 

is rhpfl u anted in the ulacc whefff thev 

rue woi king ; and they have always an 
eye moreover to the Honor and Imercfb 
frftfh-e great Hoiueholder, 'heir Mafhr. 

We come now to another important 
point m the Parable. The rloufeholder 
is {'aid to go out at different hours of the 
day, to hire thefe iervauts. This i'igtufies 
that the light of Revelation was lent- at 
different periods of the world to the 
d i ffe r e i i t ) > e g > p 1 e in it, a ml i n j j a r ; \ c 1 i 1 a r 
to the jews at one period, and the Gen- 
tile Nations at another. The lews had 
been much offended at feeing C oft 
addrefs himfelf to the Gentiles, v o 
as they thought, not having been called 

A 3 into 



iMo the church, or Vineyard, of .God 
m Kin early period of the world, ousht 
not be received at a later hour* Our 
Saviour therefore makes ufe of this Pa- 
o.dA\ or Story- as a convenient means 
oi Hie wing ho w unreafonable thtfc Jcwifh 
orej ttdkei were* 

1 libera here* however, to aecommo, 
date the P v e hie to the purpoto of fln-w- 
ift& ih wh'it manner the Cofnel often ad- 
d rfeJTes ilfi If to s n e n i n d i { f e | ' e n t j i e r i o d S 
of life, balling one at an early age, and 
one at a much later, into the lame vine- 
yard of Chriit. We arc in no danger of 
erring exactly as the jews did, by raifing 
objections to Chrift's calling the great 
body of the Gentile Nations into his 
church. We may be in great danger, 
however, of acting much in the fame 
fpirit with the Jews, and if we do fo, 
that Spirit is moft likely to mew itfclf 
in our objecting to extend the Privi- 
leges of the Gofpel to fome poor out- 
calls, or aged finners among ourfelves. 

Let us then here defcribe the cafe of 
feveral perfons whom we will fuppofe to 



* engage in the Service of thrift, feme m 
an earlier, and fome at a much later 
hour of life : and fince there are many, 
no doubt, who pat off their repentance 
became they judge that it i* always time 
en nigh to repent, let us take fpecial 
care to fhew how mu-hmore melancholy 
their cafe will become through every 
year's delay; not to mention, as we 
might largely do, how uncertain their 
very continuance in life is, and how 
doubtful alfo it may be, whether if they 
go on hardening themfelves more and 
more, God will give them hereafter that 
neceifary help of his Grace, without 
which, even if they live ever fo long, 
they will have no heart to repent, 

Firft then I will put the cafe of one 
who is brought to obey the Gofpel in 
the morning of life, and is one of the 
younger! of the Laborers in our Lord's 
Vineyard. Lie lets oiu well, as I will 
fuppofe, and he goes on well through 
all the following Mgpi of his life; even 
his rnoft early prayers are not a mere 
matter of form, but they fprihg out of 
a perfuafion already riiW ud in his 

mind 
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mind that he entirely depends on Gock 

end needs the help of his Holy Spirit. 

U pieties God, in anfwer i.o his infant. 

pre. y ins, to (tee ngj hen this child a gain It 

his early temptations, fo that he does 

( y | ) r i ft e oimii a r i d s , a 1 1 rl 1 1 <: i t a s w i c k e d 

children mac reeuirc or expect of him. 
- - 1 . . * 

Such a. child- as this will alio be dili- 
gent in learning his Book and improve 
m> Ins time,, lor he will be like tin: 
. , . \ m i ! 1 1 i i j i h e Vi n e \ ; arc! fp ( > ,k e n q I 
in the Parahk^ and not like the idle 
ones in the Market-place. 

Now what a vail quantity of good 
may fnrh a per Ion be the means of 
Joing in the courfe of a long- lire on 
enrhw Fir ft of all he is a Bi effing to 
m s yonng connections and -fchool feU 
! 1 1 ^ ^, for h e w i-l 1 o ft e n reprove v i c c a n el 
-irrelioion in them, even thongh it Ihoidd 
-..be much again ft the .m oddly of his owe, 
marural inclinations ; then lie grows up 
to be a bold witnefs for God in tj j'e 
face of all the gay and unthinking you? ig 
men or women among w 7 hom he is thrown 
in earb life : next he proceeds to do ec-' el 
about the village or town where he is 

O 
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'fettled i after this perhaps he marries?* 
in confequence of which his wife, and 
all her connexions, and his own oif- 
fpring alfo have the advantage of ob 
ferving him: they remark his humble, 
candid, pious, and a'ffe-ftionate fpirit, 
and his diligent and felf-denying life, 
and they profit both by his kind fervices 
and his example. Now too his income 
very probably increafes through his good 
character and induftry, and hence he is 
able to aifift the poor, the fathcrlefs, and 
widow, and' to pay for the inftruction 
of the ignorant ; for he fpends little on 
Irimfelf: having no vices he has few 
wants; and his family being trained to 
religious habits, and preferved from the 
^ay and expensive cuftoms of the world, 
have few wants alfo. Thus is happinefs 
of all kinds fpread abroad. He explain.-; 
alio, as he has opportunity thofe Chrif- 
tian Doctrines which have fed him into 
Eh is life of ufefulnefs, and is a irreat 
pFomdter of the Go [pel, fo that a little 
w ( ) r 1 d o f C h r i ft i a n s i s. c o 1 1 f i n u a 1 1 v d a t h e r - 
ihg together all around him, and even 
a new generation is coining forward 
which fhallj by-and-by, rife up and call 

him 



him bleffed. In the midft of all this life-' 
fnlnefs, however, he is very rnodeft and 
lowly, he gives God the praife of every 
good thing he does, and he is fincerely 
pained when flattering and mconfiderate 
people load him with their extravagant 
commendations, for he fees a thousand 
faults in hirnfelf, which he is much efigfcg- 
edin overcoming, though others perceive 
them not: he is confeious of neglecting 
nriany an opportunity of doing good, and 
of failing to fuppreis fufficiently many an 
evil thought, and though fome irreli- 
gious people may fancy that he already 
carries things too far, as they abfurdly 
term it, yet there is nothing of which 
he is himfeif more hire than that he 
falls fliort in every duty, and efpecially 
in thole things of which they leaft fee the 
importance, I mean m zeal for religion, 
in the duties of prayer and praife, and 
in all the feelings and exprefnons of 
gratitude to his Creator and Redeemer. 
But while we are thus defcribing the 
amiable charafter of a Chriftian, let it • 
be remarked alfo, that he meets with 
various difficulties, and is expofed to 
not a few rnifreprefentations. His vir- 
tuous fingularity, for inftance, is confix 



( ) 

'dered by fome, who do not underftand 
his principles, to be unneceflary precife- 

- nefs, and is thought to arife from 
a conceited or difobliging (pint; his 
courage m reproving vice, if unfile- 
cefsful, is called by thofe whom he re~ 
proves impertinence ■ his a&ivity in doing 
good is not feldom afcribed to forward^ 

, nefs, and even his extraordinary Libera 
lay is accounted for, by thofe who do 
not care to follow his example, by fay- 
ing, that it is mere vanity, or lavifh 
imprudence; and, above all, his pi- 
ety is apt to be thought by the im- 
pious and irreligious to be mere hypo- 
crify, or at bed a poor pitiable fort 
of weaknefs. Thus then while the chrif 
tian has many peculiar hopes, and joys* 
and conizations on the one hand, he 
experiences many trials and hardfhips on 
the other, Neverthelefs, he bears up tin 
der them all; many of them indeed appear 
light to him in companion of what they 
ieem to other men, and grow more and 
more light as he becomes ufed to them. 
He goes on therefore cheerful and con- 
tented; he labors much, he ftiffers much, 
he renounces much, he contends much 

in 
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iti the caufe of Chrift, and he does this 
in every place to which he moves, in 
every changing fituation and circum- 
ftance, and in every feafon of life through 
which he paffes. And now at la ft after a 
long life. Death clofes in upon him ; he 
looks with thankfulnefs back to what is 
paft, and with compofure to the important 
and decisive hour that is approaching : he 
trufts indeed not in himfelf but in Sa- 
viour, for after all he is but " an unpro- 
fitable fervant, having dene no more than 
it was his duty to do^ but he has much- 
comfortable proof that his Ghrrffiian faith 
has not been a mere name, and he is able 
to take up the fame language with the 
apoftle, and to fay with a meafure of 
the fame confidence, Qi I have fought 
c * the good fight, I have finifhed my 
64 courfe, I have kept the faith, hence- 
" forth there is laid up for me a crown 
" of rightcoufnefs, which the Lord the 
" righteous Judge fliall give me in the 
" great day. 5 ' This then is one of thofe, 
who, to borrow the phrafe in the parable, 
may be faid to have " borne the whole 
** burthen and heat of the day J' 



There 



( *i ) 

There is another ciafs of perloms who 
may now be Ipoken of as entering into 
the vineyard of Chrift at a fomewhat later 
hour; at the age as we will fuppofe 
Oi five and twenty or thirty. Thcfe 
have loft an hour indeed; they have 
idled away one precious fcafon of life, 
Alas ! alfo it is to be Feared that during 
the heat and felf-conf dence of youth° 5 
they have done much evil, as well as 
negle&ed to do good. Perhaps it. has 
alio happened that they have alieady 
formed fome rafh conncftion, and eita- 
blifhcd thcmfelves on fome irreligious 
plan; but now ihey repent ; they break 
through all difficulties ; they turn out of 
the path in which they had been letting 
off in life, and they turn in to the vine- 
yard of Chrift: they become humble r 
diligent, and ufeful Chrittians ; for even 
thefe alfo give a good part, at leaf! of 
their health and ftrength to the caufe of 
their Saviour, and with grief and fharne 
at having been thus far idle, they be- 
come fellow laborers with thofe happier 
perions already fpoken of, 
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But let us come to a clafs of perfons 
who repent fomewhat later frill; I mean 
frt the age of forty or fifty. How affect- 
ing is the condition of fuch peri'bns when 
it is well confidered! they now -di {co- 
ver that they have been all their lives 
•living, as it were, to no purpofe \ that 
the whole of thefe forty or fifty years 
has been idly thrown away, or if fpent 
in labor that it has been mere labor 
in vain, for even though they may have 
been diligent, vet they have been merelv 
diligent in drain g their own will and not 
the will of God: they have been work- 
ins in their owi vineyard and not in 
the vineyard of Chrift; they have been 
year after year pufhing their Own for- 
tune, building up their own credit, ex- 
alting their own confequencc, indulging 
their own eafe, following their own plca- 
fure, caring about their own intereft or 
family intereft, while the great interefls 
of the kingdom of Chriit have been 
quite out of the queftion , and now there- 
fore they have to repent perhaps of 
the very things they had been the molt 
proud of; they have alfo to refift many 
Unfiil habits which are become as it were 

a fe- 
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a fee ond nature ;■■ they have to difenfaifc* 
gle themfelves from a multitude of irre- 
ligious connections wbofe opinions have 
hitherto ruled over them ; they have to 
untcacb even their own children rnanv 
a falfe principle which they had Caught 
them : with many a weary and painful 
ftep they h;n<v to rncafnre hack the whole 
ground which they have been treading 
and they have to undo, as it were, every 
tiling which for fifty years they have 
been doing, Wh.tr, more than 'half of 
life is over, they have to enter upon 
the work which they were lent into the 
world to do : but at length they hire 
them i elves into the vineyard of Chrift, 
and he receives them though it is the 
ninth hour: and now they hulband well 
their time, and begin to be fruitful in 
every good work; and whatever they 
do they do all to the glory of God : 
they perform what he commands, and 
firnply becaufe he commands it : thev 
become a part of the church of Chnft, 
and are numbered among the laborers 
in his vineyard. 

But if the cafe of fuch as were la ft 

£ 3 ipoken 



fpoken of is affecling, what fhaii be fa id 
of thofe aged perfons whom it ftiH re- 
mains for us to defcribe ! Some there 
are (but, alas! it is to be feared that it 
is the cafe of very few) who even at 
Seventy, or more than feventy years old, 
repent and become the feivants of Chrift. 
When fcarcely an hour of life remains, 
when the evening is doling in and " the 
night cometh when no man can work," 
then it pleafes God to lend his grace 
poiiibly to a few of thefe alio, and they 
gro for the fhort hour that remains into 
the fame vineyard of Chrift. 

How mournful is the view which we 
have now to take of fuch an aged finner's 
condition. ' Here is a perfon the whole 
term of whom earthly exigence (one poor 
uncertain hour excepted) has been fpent 
in a finfui courfe. V. here are then the 
merits which he will have to plead be- 
fore God? Where are his works of faith, 
his afts of wormip, or labors of love ? 
Inftead of thefe, methinks I lee a thou- 
fand (ins rifing up, each of which is fuf- 
ficient to condemn him. Let us run over 
the woeful talc of his wicked life, and 

as 
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as before we thought fit to defcribe m 
eminent and diftinguiflied Chriftian, fd 
now by way of making the difference 
more particularly unking, let us draw 
the pifture of one, who though no thief or 
murderer, and therefore not accounted 
one of the molt abandoned of mankind* 
yet is lying under a load of much more 
than ordinary guilt. Thofe perfons indeed 
v/ho feel themfelves guilty of any part of 
the crimes we fnall enumerate, mould take 
their fihare of the reproof, and if they 
have not repented, fo as to enter into 
the vineyard of Chrirl, they fhould re- 
member, that though they may be cri- 
minals of a fmaller fize, vet they are 
ftill remaining under condemnation, 

To a pervcrfe and difobedient child- 
hood has fuceeeded (as we will fuppofe 
in the cafe of the per fori we are f peak- 
ing of) a wild and vitious youth, and 
then a proud and ambitious manhood, 
and after this a fretful or covetous old 
age. In the c our fe f his I 01 1 g 1 1 1 e 1 n i n v 
temptations have broken in upon him, 
and by turns he has yielded to them 
all. many different filiations have been 
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Mtle'd ly liimj and in each, as he now 
!ees, he has either negleaed or betray- 
ed his truft" He has been a negligent 
and bad lather, an unreafonable, nay, 
iecretly alio an unfaithful hufband, a 
carcleis inattentive brother, a hollow, 
flattering and defigning friend ; perhaps 
alio a mean time ferving elector, and 
even a mifchievous common acquain- 
tance." Do you aik what has been the 
turn of his common convcriation f in- 
Head of being pious, ufeful, benevolent, 
candid and finccre, it has at one time 
been proud and paffionate, at another 
vain and ilourlfhbig, at another 'flande- 
roms and revengeful; now again it has 
been f'cihih, crafty and cliiTembling, oi- 
ten alio daringly impious and profane, 
and not fetdom exceedingly polluting 
and impure. Bo you alk what have 
been the finful deeds he has done ? O 
wfot a dreadful variety has there been 
in them! At one time he has been try- 
ing to over-reach his fellow trader, at 
another he has been endeavouring to fe- 
duce fornc unhappy maiden; at one 
nme he is feen quarrelling with his neigh- 
bour; at another be falls out with one 

of 
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of his own family, after which he grows 
mad with every one around him, and at 
laft equally mad and out of humour with 
himfelf. At one time he is buying 
fmuggled goods, or he is craftily under- 
rating his houfe in order that he may 
avoid paying his juft proportion of taxes, 
at another he is oppofmg fome plan of 
inftruction for the ignorant, or of necef- 
fary relief for the poor. He has been 
felrifh, griping and avaricious on all oc~ 
cafions, and what he has faved or gained 
by eppreffion and fraud he has fpent on 
his profligacy : He has got drunk with the 
money which he has acquired by difho- 
nefty, and he has paid for his debauchery 
at night by the lum which he has contri- 
ved in the morning to keep back from 
the poor. At the feme time he has been 
turbulent, factious and complaining, al- 
ways talking of what is amifs in others, 
and very Ridden and fevere in judging 
them. but. very proud and confident of 
himfelf, difdainmg even the {mailed 
blame. Would you get into favour with 
him you muff Hatter him at every word : 
and you will pleafe him beft by doing it 
profs! v and to his face, for he is quite 



f 20 ) 



ufecl to praife; he has long lived among 
thofe who look up to him as their patron, 
or gape at him as their principal wit, or 
glory in him as their chief fongfter, pof- 
ftbiy as the chairman of their drinkino- 
club, and as their merry leader in de- 
bauchery. 

To all thefe fins he adds that of being 
the decided enemy of every religious 
man. Is the Gofpel preached at his very 
door? He (lands in the front rank of its 
enemies; He denies its efficacy, makes a 
joke of its doctrines, reviles its follow- 
ers, and is the avowed hinderer of its 
-progrefs. Chriltianity indeed is againft 
him, and therefore it is no wonder that 
he is againft Chriftianity. Hence it is 
that the religion of every man around 
him, however pure and excellent, if it is 
but zealous and fervent, is declared 
without diflinelion to be mere hypocrify, 
enthufiafm, bigotry and cant. 

But let us look a little alfo to the va- 
rious con] equences of his life of fin : here 
however we are again in danger of being 
loft in r.he vailnefs of die fubjecl. Who 

can 
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can trace a thoufandth part of the mi- 
feries which have arifen even from one 
{ingle fource, I mean from the levity and 
inconfideration which have made one 
leading feature in his character ? Who 
can calculate the effects of all thofe evil 
principles which he has fcattered at ran- 
dom, reaching even to diflant places and 
generations ! Who can calculate the mif- 
chief which he may have caufed even in 
one of his light convivial hours ? View 
the inscription on that graveftone which 
is now almoft overgrown with thorns, 
Ah 1 'tis the name of an old companion, 
an alehoufe friend, who once was ufed to 
fing with him in one joyful chorus " the 
u praifes cf the flowing bowl" and who 
thus was encouraged in thofe habits of 
intemperance which led to that untimely 
grave. Let us open one other fource of 
no lefs painful reflection. Behold that mi* 
ferablc female, once the gay partner of 
his guilty pleafures, whom if he has not 
been the fifft to feduce, he has at ieafl 
carried on and confirmed in a life of fin, 
and whom he has left afterwards to fink 
in want, to grow loathfome through dif- 
eafe ? and to become a nuifanee to the 

village 
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village or the town 3 he has helped to 
ruin but not to deliver her ; he has foon 
(eft her to the tender mercies of fome of 
her own fex-, as hardened as herfelf, a- 
fnoBg whom fhe lias funk, and groaned, 
and died. Which way then, I lay. ftiall 
this aged (inner turn his eyes? Every 
KC'ie, every place, every month and 
yof his life which he can call backjo 
remembrance reminds him of fome fin. 
Shall he look to fome of his more repu- 
iJ:ic actions? Alas ! even when his con- 
duct has been moll creditable, his motives 
have been uncbriftian and impure. '* True, 
I have had fome character,"" he now fays 
to himfelf, " but I have had no title to it. 
Men have not known me, or if a few 
have known me and yet praiied me, they 
have praifed me becaufe they have want- 
ed to carry fome point of their own by 
pleading me; nay, my companions have 
even praifed me for what was evil, for 
the fame people fecm now methinks to 
blame me in "proportion as they difcern 
any thing in me that is good." Thus the 
recollection of the applaufes he ufed to 
receive from thefe wicked men is be- 
come one aggravation of his pam. 

But 
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But fJiuIl he look to his more innocent 
and early years? Alas! the review of 
his infancy only ferves to remind him 
how naturally and how loon he went 
aftray; how foon " he forfook the 
" guide of his youth and forgot the co~ 
« venant of his God," <f chufing a way 

of his own devifmg," a way which 
" fecmed right in his own eyes," but the 
end thereof as he now fees would have 
been deftru£Hon. Thus if he looks 
backward all is mifery, and horror, and 
defpair. Shall he then look forward 
and comfort himfelf by thinking how ef- 
fectually he will repair all the evil he 
has done? But how mall he now repair- 
it? Of thofe whom he has corrupted 
many are dead, and of the furvivors 
very few can now be found. Go then 
and bring thefe few back to God. Alas! 
one will mock, another will diffemble, a 
third will defpife. Go try to reclaim 
even the children of thine own loins, 
who are all trained through thy means 
in an evil courfe. Nay, even thefe alfo 
will feoff at thy rebuke, and fay, " Our 
old father is grown troublefome and 
pecvifh through age, he is turned re- 
ligious 
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ligious only becaufe he has juft done 
with this life, and has got one foot in 
the grave." 

What then, I fay, can this aged fin- 
ner do to remedy the evils he has 
caufed? he can onlv abhor himfelf for 
what is.paffed, and repent fmcerely of 
all that he has done. See him then at 
length abhorring himfelf, and 66 repent- 
ing in duft. and afhes." See him re- 
tiring to his chamber, and, for the flrft 
time, communing ferioufly with his own 
heart. See him reviewing the whole of 
his pad life, from the fir ft dawn of rea- 
fori to the prefent hour, endeavouring 
to furvey with exaclne fs his thoughts, 
words and aclions, and all his mod 
fecret practices, intentions, and inclina- 
tions. See him meditating alfo on his 
numberlefs omiflions, taking the Law 
of God for his Rule, and beginning 
now, for the firft time, to difcover what 
manner of Perfon he has been. How 
does he ftand amazed at. his own for- 
mer ftupidity and blindnefs, and hard- 
nefs of heart, and how aflonifhed alfo 
at the patience of God which has fo 

long 
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long borne with him! And now his heart 
relents, the tears of penitential forrow 
begin to flow, the Lion alfo is changed 
into a Lamb, and the fame Perfon who 
before might have been compared to 
the Woman in the Gofpcl, " out of 
whom there went Seven Devils," or to 
£; -Saul when breathing furv and (laugh- 
ter," mav now be likened to the Mag- 
dalen weeping at the feet of Jefus, or 
to Paul trembling and aftonifhed, and 
crying out as he lay on the ground 
" Lord what wouldft thou have me to 
do," or to the fame Paul when it was 
afterwards fa id of him u behold he 
prayeth!" With trembling limbs, and 
with a body bowed down with age, be- 
hold then this Repenting Sinner walk- 
ing to that Public Worfhip which he had 
fo long neglected ; with weak and fail* 
irig eyes he opens the Scripture; at 
the age of feveMy he begins to inquire 
with child-like hmplicity into the na- 
ture of the Gofpe'l, and knowing how 
-fhort his time is he makes hade to obey 
it. And now perhaps his old compa- 
nions deride him, for as he once fneered 
at others who were religious, and called 

€ ; them 
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them all hypocrites, fo he is now fneered 
at, and called a hypocrite in his turn : 
he becomes the feoff of the drunkards, 
and the merry jeft of the profane; and 
they that 44 Sit in the Gate make Songs 
of him," Now alfo the very fins of his 
youth, which had been fcarcely men- 
tioned before, are brought forward by 
his former favorites and friends as pre- 
fent evidence a gain ft him; his crimes 
are even aggravated, and are all blazed 
abroad : but it is one proof of his fin- 
eerity, that even thefe cutting reproaches 
do not make him from his purpofe, nor 
induce him to turn back to his old com- 
panions. Mo; they may laugh; they 
may fmile at what they call his pre- 
tended lanftity; but in truth he is no 
hypocrite 44 The tear that drops upon 
his Bible is fin cere,/' 

He is difpofed to doubt Indeed for 
a time his own ilncerkv, for his guilt 
is fo great, and the Blcflings of the 
Co (pel including as they do the gift 
of Eternal Life, appear fo large in his 
vCn 5 that he cannot at once raife his 
hopes fo high. Hn fiiicerifcy is prov- 
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ed however by his proceeding to re- 
pair, as far as he has opportunity, each 
evil that he has done ; by his mourn- 
ing over what he cannot cure, and by 
the determination of his mind, through 
the help of Divine Grace, to walk for 
the future in newnefs of life. In fhort, 
he feels that if his life were prolonged 
a thoufand years, and youth and health 
were reftored to him, he mould chufe 
to fpend his ftrength and the utmofi 
length of his days in the fervice of the 
fame mafter, and to be a Laborer in 
the fame Vineyard. 

But here methmks fome objeclor ri fes 
up and fays, M What then fh%\\ this 
$ * man be accepted of God like him 
64 who has been moral and orderly all 
46 his days, or like the fir ft perfon you 
6 4 m e r t i o n e d ? ' ' W e fli a I J n o w a n f w e r 
this -objection by proceeding with the 
Parable. 

The Jews are there reprefented as 
murmuring againjl the good man of the 
houfe^ on account of his rewarding the 
more late and early laborers, the an- 
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cunt jews and the newly converted 
■ entiles, by " giving each of them a 
" penny ) faying, thefe laft have wrought 
c; hut one hour, and thou haft made them 
" equal to us who have borne the whole 
" burthen and heat of the day. But 
" he anfwered one of them, and faid, 
s * Friend I do thee no wrong, did ft then- 
u not agree with me for a penny} Tak 
" that thine is and go thy way, I will 
" give unto this laft even as unto thee,' 
6i Is it not I awful for me to do w/iai I to ill 
" with my own?" It was no injury to the 
Jews that the poor Gentiles were ad- 
mitted, though at a later hour, into the 
Church, and the Tews had therefore no 
right to complain; on the contrary they 
ought to have rejoiced at it. In like 
manner it can be no injury to thofe 
among us, who may have ferved Cirri (t' 
from our youth, that any poor out-cad 
mould be admitted to the fame Chrif- 
tian Privileges with ourfelves, and we 
alio ought to rejoice as the angels of 
God are fa id to do over one firmer that; 
repenteth. Again it may be remarked, 
that even the fir ft calling of the jews 
arofe not from any fuperior merit irv 

them. 
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thv.au but. from the fovercign. goodncf* 
of God ; and furely therefore it wa$ 
mod unreaionabie in thofe people to 
complain of God's extending die fame 
mercy to rbc GentiiejS. Much in th$ 
fame manner ft may be remarked, in 
refpeft to the pre (cut da v. that the fal- 
vat. ion even of the bell of men anh>;, 
not from any merit of their own, bu4 
merely from God's free mercy in Chrift, 
and fur- !v therefore one. pardoned fin* 
tier among us ought not to complain 
of the cxteuhon of the burm pardon to 
another. 

But the Parable in the two I a ft verh . s 
of it proceeds a ftcp further, for it. e> 
there added by our Saviour, " £f /A /as 

t ve exiii bec.au fe mine is mod which 

» y a cy 

is as if he hud, " What do you take 
offence then at my being fo mcrcdui ? 
Does it provoke vour envv to fee a 
vile Gentile called at the eleventh hour, 
and made equal to your (elves who pro- 
le fs to have been the people of God 
from the beginning, and to have borne 
the whole burthen and heat of the day ?" 
Some very awful words are then added:, 
■wherein it is implied, that they wh© 
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were ready to make this objection-, 
brought thereby their own religious cha^ 
?ack:r imo fufpicion, and that thefe very 
Penitents of the eleventh hou% whom 
they now prefumed to defpife, fhonld 
hereafter even take place above them, for 
it is bud, "So the firjl f hall he la ft and 
15 the I,: ft jirji) for many are cail-d hi 
4t few crajcn" 

There are many per fens who bear the 
Chrrhan name, and are called into- 
Ghriffs vifibie church on earth, but it is 
only a few comparative! v that are ch fen, 
and flxaW enter into Heaven. Nay, it 
maybe &dti&& 9 that man-v even of thofe 
who pafs for regular ChrifHans from 
their youth are no more than nominal 
dilmpl >3 3 . tlilfe there are others who- 
for a lime make no. pretence to religion, 
win-) at la ft acknowledge their wicked- 
nefs and repent of it and are laved. 

A certain man, faid. Chrift, on another 
occafion,. had two Jons, and be /aid to 
the firjl, [on, go work to -day in my vine- 
yard, and he /aid, I go, fir; (that is 
he pretended to be one of the laborers 

in 
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the vineyard from the very fir ft) to 
be went mt^ he never went into it at all 
either fkft or laflL ; - he faJd tv ike 
fecond Ukrwijfy and tie anfweredj ./ py? 
$0/. afterwards he revtnico and. went. 
iVw which of thefe ixvam rid the will oj 
Ms .hither j?" Reader wince $f the two 
follow* -v.; I c rfons tin ou is the true 
fervani ofChrfft? he who gfii&Ul pro re? 
to call hfftifelf a (Toiiliarn is $<>ffibly 
thought Tech by thojr mound him even 
from his birth, who has been regularly 
baptized, who &lfo like the jews of old 
has attended ftatedly on the ceremonies 
of religious worfhip, and perhaps has 
even like the Pharifees contrived to Wafh 
the outfide clean^ and to keep clear of 
grofs immoralities, but is no true la- 
borer nevertheless in the vineyard of 
Chrift, who is not at all like the religi- 
ous perfon whom we fo fully described— ~ 
or he who not. even profefiing for a time 
any regard to Chrift, heartily repents how- 
ever either at the ihird, or iixth, or ninths 
or eleventh hour, and then rjoes in the 
manner that was after wards ipoken of 
to labor in his vineyard? Which I Jay 
of thefe twain does the will of his father? 
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Many., jaith our Saviour, that are fir f 
JJiail be I a ft and the I a ft firj'L Thefe 
•words .appear to be a prophecy of our 
Judge which -daics to the great day of 
judgment, Then many a popular but 
irreligious character, many a one who 
has been praifed to the liars in r h i igno- 
rant and misjudging world, and whole 
Utpooied Virtues have both deceived him 
felt and dazzled all around him, (hall jink 
at once into everlalting fharne and dif- 
grace, whne many a poor defpifed, vet. 
jrprmmg firmer ihidi come forwaol on 
receive his crown of glory. Oh 4 what 
a wonderful change in many of the ap 
pearanccs which we now fee fhall we 
witnels on tin..: dav of judgment! Let 
as not fail to remark that then alfo 
many a falfe though [laming profelfof of 
the go: pel, many a vain, forward, and con- 
ceited teacher, many a fell-confident en- 
thufiafl, and many a narrow -minded and 
fiery bigot, who has fpent his life in lit- 
tle elfe than in judging and condemning 
others, fh&iJ be brought forward in the 

c* 

face of the aflernbled world, and i h all re- 
ceive his oxvn condemnation. Then alfo 
rnanv a diffident and trej&bikis believer, 

and 
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and many a meek and jwiy Chriftian, 
who has been labonng with link noife 
In iome obfcure corner of his Lord's 
vineyard, and on whom tie bigots not 
feeing him among their party, have pre- 
fumptuoufly dealt damnation, (hall take 
that prize which has been denied to thofe 
who let themfelves up as judges over 
him, and mail be bid to enter into the 
joy of his Lord. So the firfi /hall he 
lajl, the toft firjh for many are called 
but few chofen, 
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